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Staff and Students are having a fabulous 

end to the 2019 school year.  

Yesterday we had the orientation picnic 

for our 36, 2020 Kindy students. It was a 

well-received event giving our new 

families an opportunity to mix and 

become familiar with the school 

environment.  A big thank you to Mrs 

King, our ECE staff and the student 

councillors for co-ordinating the event. 

At this time of the year it is important to 

say thank you to all the people who 

make Helena Valley PS the great school 

it is. 

A special thanks to the student 

councillors – Carly, Katie, Shayla and 

Sophie.  

Our Faction Captains – Cohen, Taylah, 

Calvin, Jakob, Jackson, Ziggy, Cameron 

and Logan.  

Our flag bearers and ICT leaders—Ben, 

Benn, Dylan, Ebony, Jamie, Lily and 

Mekenzi.  

These students have all done an 

amazing job this year, demonstrating 

great leadership skills that they will be 

able to use in high school.  We look 

forward to announcing the leaders for 

next year at the end of year assembly. 

A big thank you to the School Board, in 

particular to Dave Fry our School Board 

Chair and outgoing Board Members 

Jenny Walters and Bronson Wade, all 

three have made significant 

contributions to the school in their role 

as Parent Representatives. Darrell Jones, 

Kendall Earnshaw and Georgi Lefroy will 

continue to represent the Parents  

and Community and we welcome Mrs 

Lyndsay Gannaway. The School Board 

will be running an election process early 

2020 for another parent representative.   

Thank you to the P&C for another 

sensational year.  The P&C have met 

twice a term to discuss the running of 

the canteen, uniform shop and school 

banking.  The P&C’s education fund has 

made it more affordable for classes to go 

on excursions, something many teachers 

have taken advantage of this year. 

The Year 6 parents are invited every year 

to decorate the undercover area for the 

end of year graduation.  I would like to 

thank these parents as it involves many 

meetings and negotiations and always 

ends in a magnificent and memorable 

night. 

I would like to thank the team at HVPS 

for working incredibly hard to embed 

practices and processes that we can see 

are having an impact on student 

learning.  They have spent this term 

planning for next year,with a strong 

emphasis on behaviour management 

and reading for 2020.  They are to be 

congratulated and commended for their 

work. 

Lastly but certainly not least, the 

students of HVPS.  We are truly gifted 

with some amazing students to work 

with. The number of times you say, 

‘Hello’ and the response is, ‘Hi, I hope 

you are having a good day’, is 

amazing.  It is certainly an 

acknowledgement of the environment 

and type of school we have.   Parents 

and staff should be so proud of the 

individuals that we are growing….PTO 



From the Deputy 
Spelling Bee 

We were very proud of our students who represented Helena Valley Primary School for the Spelling Bee this year. This took part at 

Mundaring Primary School and included schools in the HEC network. Congratulations to Troperth Tolentino and Addison Fairhead-Gill who 

competed in the Year 3-4 (Junior) section and Carly Harris and Sophie Harris who competed in the Year 5-6 (Senior) section. 

Interschool Athletics Carnival 

The Interschool Athletics Carnival took place earlier in the term involving students from Year 1 to Year 6. The students participated over 

two days -  with the jumps and throws taking place on 30th October and the running, relays and team games being held on 6th November. 

Thanks to Mr Tom Hall, staff members and parents who assisted the team in their preparation and on the carnival days. Well done to our 

athletes who showed great enthusiasm and sportsmanship throughout the carnival. Congratulations to the following championship medal 

winners: Jedd Budd, Kohen Adams, Shayla Kleinig and Jackson Downey. 

Swimming Lessons  

The students from Pre-Primary to Year 6 participated in the in-term swimming lessons held at Bilgoman Aquatic Centre. The students have 

the opportunity to learn to swim and improve their swimming and water safety skills. Here is some very positive feedback we received 

from Nichole Gallon, the Swimming Lesson Supervisor: “Once again another great season of swimming with your school. It is always a 

pleasure teaching schools whose students are well behaved and well mannered, as yours is.” 

Dockers Cup for Girls 

Helena Valley, Parkerville Primary and other willing schools were invited to the Dockers Cup demo day on 27th November. Year 4 to Year 6 

girls froms these schools took part in this event, which was held at Boya Oval. This initiate is to try and boost the number of girls heading 

into high school football programs. It was run in collaboration with Jake Davis (Eastern Hills Senior High School -AFL Coordinator) and the 

Swans District Development officer Christian Tufilli. 

Colour Fun Run 

Once again a colourful and successful day was had by all for the school Colour Fun Run, which is to raise funds for the ICT/Digital 

Technology resources for the school. Many thanks to Mr Hall for his organisation and to the many volunteers for running the event. The 

final amount raised was a fantastic $1927. 

Year 6 Graduation Fundraiser 

Thank you to Ms Nerine Ferguson and the Year 6 school leaders for organising ‘Silly Sock Day’. 

This event was enthusiastically supported by the students, parents/carers and staff, with $217 being raised for the Year 6 graduation. 

Year 5 Leaders Speeches 

An election to choose student councillors and faction captains for 2020 was conducted on Friday 29th November. All candidates 

presented their speeches on this day and we wish them good luck in their leadership quest. The results will be announced at the final 

assembly on Tuesday 17th December. 

From the Principal (cont.) 
2020 Fun Facts  

School enrolments have gone up from 280 to 295, this 

fluctuates on a daily basis but it is great growth for our 

school.  

Class lists are completed and being tweaked daily.  As in the 

past years, all families will find where their children will be 

placed.  However, there is a possibility, if enrolments 

continue that we will need to restructure at the start of 

2020 and then these plans go out the window.  

I am still in the middle of the recruitment process and am 

hoping to be able to announce teachers with classes on 

the last day of term. 

Many students identified in 2019 will have transition meetings 

before the end of the year to assist with a smooth change 

for these students you will be notified IF your child 

requires a meeting.  

The year 5 and 6 camp will be week three of term 1 next  

year.  Parents have been notified and the Cadbury fundraising 

has been completed. 

The School Board has approved the following School 

Development Days for 2020:  

 Term 1: Thursday 30th January & Friday 31st 

 January 

 Term 2: Tuesday 2nd June 

 Term 3: Monday 10th August 

 Term 4: Friday 6th November & Friday 18th December. 

The school will be closed for half a day at the end of term 1 for 

parent teacher interviews. 

Thank you to all our parents for the ongoing support that you 

offered the school this year.  

Tamala Wilkinson 

Principal  





School Improvement Plan 

At the beginning of the term we submitted our final 

documentation and supporting evidence to the Department 

of Education for our school Review. As the community is 

aware, the school has worked tirelessly to ensure that we 

have met all our targets in the School Improvement Plan.  

Planning is well underway for whole school programs for 

2020 with staff finalising budgets and resources ensuring 

continuation of the high quality education being offered at 

HVPS. Teachers will continue to moderate and collaborate 

with their peers, ensuring whole school programs are being 

delivered in the classrooms.  

With 2019 drawing to a close, the PBS team and staff can 

look back over the year and celebrate the accomplishments 

of each and every member of our school. We have gone from 

strength to strength through the continued teaching and 

reteaching of behaviours and whole school routines. Staff 

and students have worked diligently to build long lasting, 

quality relationships and belongingness to maintain our safe 

and supportive school environment.  

The excitement continues to build throughout the year as we 

acknowledge the efforts of individuals and classes with 

faction tokens, punch cards, positive feedback and winning 

the ‘giant token’ at assemblies.  Each term, we have 

celebrated the efforts of factions by awarding the winning  

faction a reward experience. Today we will celebrate the 

ongoing efforts of all factions with our PBS Fun Day. The PBS 

team has designed a fabulous day of faction fun and a whole 

school picnic where the winning faction for 2019 will be 

announced. The very deserving faction will receive a bonus 

session at the waterslide and water fun station, a fantastic 

opportunity on such a hot day. 

The PBS team and staff are looking forward to 2020 as we 

roll out a whole staff professional learning opportunity, which 

compliments perfectly, the hard work we have put into our 

PBS initiatives over the past 6 years.  

From the resources team we can announce that the State 

Government has allocated money to our school in three 

phases for a new High Priority Maintenance and Minor Works 

Program for public schools. We are currently in the process of 

Phase 1, acquiring quotes to update painting, carpets and air 

conditioning to some parts of the school. Phase 2 will begin 

in 2020.  

We look forward to celebrating the end of a wonderful, busy 

and at times, exhausting year with the community. We thank 

all parents and community members for their support and 

assistance over the year. A huge thanks to the staff of HVPS 

for their amazing work ethic and commitment to the School 

Improvement Plan.  

Chaplain  Dental Van  
The Dental Van will be at Clayton View Primary School 

(Koongamia) until approximately the end of Term 1 2020. 

Following this we will move onto Helena Valley Primary 

School. 

We close our doors over the Christmas period starting 3pm 

Tuesday 24th December 2019, reopening on Monday 3rd 

February 2020.  

If you experience a dental emergency after the 24th 

December or during the Christmas period please contact 

1800 098 818 for information on dental emergencies.  

Our contact details are as always 0407 594 254 (not text/

SMS enabled). 

Year 6 students remain eligible for free dental care in the 

School Dental Service along with all other high school 

students up until the end of year 11 or the age of 17. If you 

have sought private dental care please contact us to 

withdraw consent (so no further appointments are sent to you 

unless requested).    

Please ensure that if your contact details change that you 

inform us as we rely heavily on being able to contact you. We 

do not have access to the schools information so parents 

need to inform us if addresses or numbers change. 

 



Board 
2019 has shaped to be a very busy year across the community 

and the School Board has been no exception. 

When we look back across what we have achieved it has been a 

momentous amount of achievements, not only for us, but the 

school, the students, the staff and I am sure – some of you at 

home. 

Two weeks ago I was lucky enough to attend a board training 

session with Tanya King, along with members from other school 

boards across WA. 

This training session was aimed at boards delivering effective 

governance and working as a unit to deliver outcomes for the 

school and the community. 

I was extremely pleased when we could see, our board is 

definitely on the right track. We have a high functioning group 

who are working well together and sometimes, we need to sit 

back and reflect on that. 

As a Board we are very focused on continuous improvement and 

of course, there are some takeaways that we will start to work 

on over the coming years (things like, how we induct new 

members and continue to evolve with new guidelines and 

strategies) but all in all we are doing really well and I am 

extremely proud of the group we have. 

Unfortunately we have received a resignation from one of our 

parent members due to work commitments and we will see 

Bronson Wade vacate his position at the end of 2019. This will 

create a vacancy that will be advertised in the new year. 

If you feel that you would be interested, please make it known to 

one of our members or through the office and we can chat about 

what the roles of the board are what we are hoping to achieve 

over the coming years. 

Next year we will begin work on the next business plan, so it’s a 

great time to be heard and have a voice in what the school is 

working towards and how we will measure success in the next 3-

4 years. 

On behalf of the Board members, I would like to wish all of the 

staff, students and community members of HVPS a safe and 

restful Christmas and New Year. 

All the best for the festive season and we hope to see everyone 

bright and cheerful in 2020. 

Kind Regards 

Dave Fry 

Board Chair  

The Helena Valley P&C has had 

another busy year with many 

volunteers contributing and 

making Helena Valley Primary 

School the amazing place it is. 

Our focus as a P&C has not 

been on the fundraising this 

year but more intent on 

community building and 

advocating in our community. 

The P&C has continued to run 

community events such as the 

school disco and Mother’s/

Father’s Day stalls and has held 

10 fundraising activities for the 

2019 year.  A special thanks needs to go to all the people who 

have stepped up to run each of these individual fundraising 

events. Discos,  movie nights, picture plates all take an 

enormous amount of effort from our volunteers, and have all 

been successful events this year. I would also like to 

acknowledge the many volunteers who contribute in the 

background towards the important functions that our school 

relies on. From the canteen to the uniform shop and school 

banking, there are people who work hard to ensure these 

functions run well. A special thankyou to Gordon Grossman, 

Roxanne Nolan and Karl/Rebecca Barker, the people behind the 

scenes who run the account keeping so efficiently.  

Our canteen in particular deserves special recognition. Ms 

Donna Lysle has provided exceptional service to our school by 

going above and beyond in making the food options available 

new and exciting. As a result, patronage has increased in the 

canteen significantly. This term (term 4) we have trialled opening 

the canteen on Fridays in addition to the regular  

days, and we look forward to seeing the impact this has had on 

turnover.  Well done Ms Lysle and her parent helpers who 

provide such a valuable service. 

One of the priorities of the P&C this year has been to advocate 

for a crosswalk attendant on Scott St. We have completed the 

arduous process of counting cars, seeking approvals from local 

council and had our application rejected due to low numbers. 

We have written to our local minister, who is responsible for 

road safety, and unfortunately received little support or 

response.  We have organised a petition and hope to sit down 

with the minister soon to express our dismay at the process 

requiring students to be put at considerable risk. Thankyou to all 

the families who contributed signatures to the petition. The 

matter will be ongoing in 2020 and we will keep you informed. 

Unfortunately we have not been able to hold the School Fete this 

year as planned. Whilst many people like the idea of a fete, we 

have not been able to find someone willing to take on the 

coordinator role for this. With no fete coordinator there are 

currently no plans to hold one in 2020.  

The P&C is always looking for new members and ideas. I 

encourage all parents to get involved in the local school and 

become an active part of the HVPS community. Even if you only 

have a few hours a month to give (like me), with more people we 

are able to do more things for our kids.  

Have a great Christmas and new year and I look forward to 

seeing you at the movie night at the beginning of next year. 

Nick Stretch  

P&C President 


