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Term 3 has seen been a very busy (and wet) one. Ms Wilkinson has been on leave
over the last two weeks and is now recovering well from leg surgery. We wish her all
the best in her recuperation and look forward to her return. A number of other staff
members are enjoying long service leave. We have recently welcomed Ms Julia
Humphries to the Music specialist role and Mrs Bronwyn Weir as LOTE (Italian)
teacher. Mrs Tanya King has enthusiastically taken on the Deputy Principal role in
recent weeks.
This term has seen a continuation in our School Improvement Program, with a
number of new curriculum initiatives being introduced, and others consolidated.
Staff and students have been engaged in iPad professional learning every Tuesday,
with expert Digital Technology trainer, Esmeralda Pang. Teachers have planned
lessons that can be significantly enhanced through the use of an iPad application
and then, with training and support from Esmeralda, conducted some exciting
lessons with their students, using apps such as Book Creator, Clips, Green Screen
and Quiver. The school has leased 115 iPads, which enables every classroom to
have 6 iPads for rotational group work but also allows for classes in similar year
levels to share their iPads to work with a whole class. The program will continue in
term 4.
A further initiative in digital technology that staff have been learning about is the
use of Connect, the Education Department’s platform for online communication and
learning. We have been setting up the necessary prerequisites to enable teachers
to inform parents about some of the highlights of their children’s learning and
classroom events. Connect is now ‘Live’.
Staff have continued their professional learning this term in English, with a whole
school professional development day, focussing on the Letters and Sounds
program. This evidence based, explicitly taught phonics program is already showing
positive results. Staff have also participated in whole school moderation of writing
using the Brightpath assessment tool, which resulted in staff across different year
levels being able to make better informed and consistent judgements about student
writing.
Several Team Leaders and teachers have attended professional learning in the
iSTAR teaching model, presented by the WA Primary Principals Association. This
explicit teaching model supports evidence based research about the key elements
that drive effective teaching and learning. Classroom observations by school
leaders and feedback from teachers using the iSTAR model back up the claims. We
will continue professional development in this area.
The School Board met this week with agenda topics including reviewing the Bushfire
and Dress Code Policies, School Improvement Plan updates, Board tenure reviews
and discuss the schools PR. Over the coming term further discussions are planned
regarding tenures of the Board to ensure continuity throughout the years, so that all
members’ tenures do not expire at the same time.

From the Principal cont.
At Monday’ School Board Meeting the School Board reviewed the progress of the school in regard to meeting the milestones
and targets in the School Improvement Plan.
Part of this review was the request to change the Term 4 School Development Day from the 22nd of October to the 29th of
October, to enable staff to attend Professional Learning with Dr Paul Swan.
This semester staff have been focusing on developing practice in mathematics using the work of Dr Paul Swan.
Dr Paul Swan is an honorary fellow of the Australian College of Educational Leadership, a life member of the
Mathematical Association, award-winning author, highly sought-after speaker and designer of games, programs
and materials to support teachers to teach mathematics in an interesting way. He has taught in primary,
secondary and tertiary settings and is now a consultant to local, national and international schools. He is a
designer of mathematics manipulative materials and support materials for the top manufacturers in the world.
By attending, staff will gain greater content knowledge, insight into differentiating for all levels within a lesson and consolidate
newly introduced lesson design and delivery. This will lead to a direct positive impact on student learning.
The School Board approved the change.
Please mark this change on your calendar.
There have been an incredible number of student events this term, ranging across many different learning areas. In the Arts,
children from K-6 have participated in weekly dance/music programs, Rock ‘n Bop Tots for the Kindy kids and Edu- Dance for
all other year levels. These programs will be showcased by the students’ performances at the Learning Journey in Week 10.
After months of practice, The School Choir performed at Perth Arena at the One Big Voice Concert, in a combined choir of
4000 children! The scene was glittering and the massed choral effect very powerful and awe inspiring. Congratulations to all
our choir members and huge thanks to our music teacher, Mrs Subotic, for preparing our Choir so well. Thanks also to Mrs
Budd, for supporting Mrs Subotic and the Choir in rehearsals at Perth Arena and during the Concert.
Champion

Runner Up

Year 1 Boys

Kye K

Tyler H

Year 1 Girls

Chelsea R

Amelia G

Year 2 Boys

Blake A

Boston B

Year 2 Girls

Emily H

Maya P

Year 3 Boys

Kohen A

Mathew D

Year 3 Girls

Mieke H

Alexis R

Year 4 Boys

Cade Y

Alex D

Year 4 Girls

Stella Y

Amber B

Year 5 Boys

Lachlin W

Jackson D

Year 5 Girls

Shayla K

Carly H

Year 6 Boys

Ayden B

Jack M

Year 6 Girls

Brooke M

Indiana B

In Sport this term, the Interschool Cross Country event was held at Mundaring
Recreation Ground/Mundaring Golf Course on 16th August. We finished 6th
overall, with our Year 3 Boys finishing second in their team event. Cross
Country preparation was enhanced by the Early Morning Running Club. Many
thanks to Ms Ferguson for organising and supervising these popular sessions.
After weeks of faction training, the Faction Athletics Carnivals were conducted
last week, with jumps, throws and long distance events on Tuesday and the
sprints, relays and team games on Friday. Despite showery conditions on
Friday, the Carnival was thoroughly enjoyed by the students, who all gave
100% for their factions. Sincere thanks to Mr Hall for organising and running a
successful carnival, and a big thank you to all the parent volunteers, P&C
helpers and food providers, staff and students who contributed to this year’s
carnival. Congratulations to O’Connor who were victorious in both the Team
Games Shield and the Overall Faction Champion Shield. Congratulations also
to Ayden Bill and Shayla Kleinig, who won the inaugural trophy for the best
overall boy and girl athlete for 2018. Well done to all students on the terrific
effort you put in for your faction throughout the term’s events. Please see
individual medal winners below.
Our Interschool Science team competed in the Hills Education Community
Science Challenge at Sawyers Valley Primary School on the 15th of August. Well
done to Lana Marshall, Libby Guy and Thom Jackson for representing the
school enthusiastically in the Science Challenge.

Book Week was another fun and educational event, with classes integrating a number of learning activities related to their
selected book and ‘dressing up’ the classroom door for their theme. You can view the colourful creations on the Learning
Journey evening. Extending on from Book Week, our Student Councillors organised and promoted Superheroes Day, which
saw the majority of students and Staff dress up in costumes of their favourite superhero, book hero or invented hero. The
event was a fundraiser for Muscular Dystrophy Australia and raised the awesome amount of $460 for that organisation.
Rooms 8, 2 and 6 hosted assemblies this term and all presented wonderful items and shared some of their classroom work.
Well done to students, teachers and education assistants from those classrooms. At assemblies this term we presented
Outstanding School Spirit Awards to Ayden Bill and Taylah Allen. Community Spirit Awards were presented to Jessica Leiper,
Lucelle Oliver and Mark Pearce. Congratulations and thank you for demonstrating our school motto of “Help Each Other”.
Finally, a big thank you to our P&C Association members for another term of terrific support. Fundraising events included the
Secondhand Books and Children’s Clothing Fair, the Father’s Day Stall and the Faction Carnival catering.

School Improvement Plan
During the term we have been informing the community about a new communication tool called Connect. Connect is the
Department of Education’s preferred communication platform, which fits perfectly with our Communication Strategy. All
staff have set up their classroom noticeboards, jump on and have a look!
If you are having issues or are yet to complete your registration form please contact the school office. We will also have
information and assistance available in the library on the night of the learning journey.
The Relationships Team are working hard to strengthen the channels of communication between the school community,
we hope you find Connect to be a helpful and informative tool.
Digital Technology training, support and collaboration is well underway with some interesting projects being implemented.
Ms Shepherd’s Digital Technologies Team have advised us there is a lot of excitement in the air for staff and students as
the iPads infiltrate classrooms! The students have been investigating new ways of presenting material in Mathematics,
English and other learning areas. It is important to acknowledge that not all areas of the digital technologies curriculum
require the use of technology tools. We are also learning through ‘unplugged’ activities that develop skills in computational
thinking. This is the thought process that students use in identifying or creating a problem and conveying a solution in a
way that a computer might do.
The Resources Team have ensured the smooth rollout of new classroom laptops and iPads for teachers to further enrich
teaching strategies, student engagement, planning and a mobile resource.
Congratulations to all staff who have worked hard and embraced this new era in Digital Technologies.
The Leadership Team have been a driving force behind the whole school writing moderation using Brightpaths. Staff used
updated guides and moderated a cross selection of writing pieces including oral narratives from Kindergarten and Pre
Primary. Staff were supported with programing and planning for Talk for Writing and Letters and Sounds units, ensuring all
writing genres are explicitly taught. Staff have worked collaboratively in whole school planning sessions to prepare for
2019.
As part of Focus 2018 Team Leaders and staff completed the iSTAR PD. This will assist with mentoring staff with the
explicit teaching lesson model as it rolls out across the school. We have continued our school wide cycle of classroom
observations. Staff have also reflected against the National School Improvement Tool. The Tool assists schools to review
and reflect on their efforts to improve the quality of classroom teaching and learning. It supports whole school
conversations about aspects of current practice, areas for improvement and evidence that progress is being made.
Leadership, Learning Environment and Relationships Teams have methodically reviewed our case management approach
and wave intervention process. Student data profiles have been reviewed and case management meetings have
commenced with staff, School Psychologist, Chaplain and the Nurse when required, this will continue into term 4.
Additionally, we are reviewing group education plans, specifically, looking at ways of communicating plans to parents in
meaningful ways.
As always a huge thanks to the Teachers, Parents and Caregivers and wider school community for all your support.

Tin Can Drive
Helena Valley Primary School has been asked to participate in a “Bring a Can” donations. These donations are to help
support people in the local Swan area who are struggling to cope with everyday expenses, by providing them with food
parcels. The program is run by the Ascension Emergency Food Relief which operates from the Ascension Anglican Church in
Midland.
The idea is for school families to donate a tin of food from their pantries (or more than one tin if you are able) e.g. soup,
baked beans, fish, vegetables and fruit. These donations will then be given to the AEFR to help them provide food hampers
to people in need.
It would be nice to support these organisations as some of our own families at Helena Valley Primary School have been the
recipients of this type of help in the past.
The program will be run until the end of the term. Donated tins of food can be given to the class teacher to be collected.
Thank you in advance for your support and generosity in this worthwhile endeavour.

Learning Journey, Dance Performances & Book Fair
Learning Journey open night is Wednesday the 19th of We will also be having a special Open Night on Wednesday the
September from 5.00—7.30pm. This is your chance to walk 19th (the same night as the Learning Journey) from 5.00pm –
7.30pm, so that busy working parents can have an opportunity
through your child's educational journey.
to participate. A special guest book character will be joining us
During the term the students have had the opportunity to learn
early in the evening and there will be competitions on the night.
dance as part of the Curriculum. The students will be
performing their Edu Dance and Rock n Bop Tots routines for Please come along and join us and have a look at the beautiful
you from 5.00—6.00pm in the undercover area. Details of books on display. You will also be able to donate a book to the
costumes to be worn for this performance have been sent school.
home.
Buying a book for a child is a wonderful gift and you will be
supporting your school, as a large percentage of the total sales
Yes it’s Book Fair time again!
is donated back to the school in books and resources.
This year’s theme is “To The Book Fair and Beyond!” Some
classes have contributed by helping decorate the Library.
We hope to see you all at the Book Fair!
Thursday 13th September until the following Wednesday 19th
September.
Come along between 8.30-9.00am & 3.00-3.30pm. Parents,
friends, family and students will be able to purchase fabulous
books and novelty stationary items each day.

Board

Our wonderful P&C have held
several events this term
including the second hand
book and clothing fair, and the
Father’s Day stalls. We thank
everyone for their support and
hope you found some great
items for your family.

In August, our School Board met for our first meeting of term
3. This meeting was extended to allow for some extra items
and we certainly covered a great deal. Topics on the agenda
included: Finalising our School Business Plan, Behaviour
Management Policy reviews, School Improvement Plan
updates, Communication plans, Board Tenure reviews and
Reviewing Data from the recent parent survey.
As you can well imagine it was a full day but we definitely
achieved a lot and hope that some of the items discussed will
become apparent during the course of the year.
Next term we have further discussions planned regarding
tenures of the Board to ensure that we have continuity
throughout the years, so that all members’ tenures are not
due to expire at the same time. We will be discussing the
process further at our coming meeting and should be able to
establish a prospective approach to achieve that goal.
We also plan to further investigate the data that came out of
the recent parent survey.
Although we do not receive individual answers and survey
results, we do receive the findings as a whole, showing
percentages for each question asked. The Board’s plan is to
review this data in finer detail and work closely with the
school to address any standout issues, should they be
highlighted.
We would also like to congratulate all the students who took
part in the Faction Sports Carnival on Friday, and good luck to
all students with their performances at the Edu-Dance and
Rock n Bop Tots concerts at the Learning Journey.
Thank you everyone for what is panning out to be a
successful year of growth for HVPS.
Kind Regards
Dave Fry

At our last meeting the P&C
made some changes to existing
support structures that are in
place. Previously the P&C
decided to cover the cost of
busses for a class excursion for
each classroom. We now have added to this support by
providing funds for incursions as well. We hope the junior
years will find this more helpful. The P&C have also taken
over responsibility for the fundraising for camps and we
encourage all year 5/6 parents who would like to be involved
in fundraising to come along to our meetings. Several
fundraising events will be allocated to be camp fundraisers
and funds will be allocated towards the camp based on the
level of involvement of year 5/6 parents.
Our next meeting is Monday 22nd October at 6pm in the library.
We hope to see your there.
Nick Stretch
P & C President

