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From the Principal
Term 3/ Week 8
7 September
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FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday
14 Sept.—
Tuesday
19 Sept.

Book Fair

Friday
15 Sept.

WA Massed Choir
Rehearsal

Monday
18 Sept.

WA Massed Choir
Performance

Tuesday
19 Sept.

Learning Journey, Edu
Dance & Dance and
Develop Performance

Friday
22 Sept.

Colour Run for Fun
Last Day Term 3

Monday
9 Oct.

Term 4 Commences

Monday
30 Oct.

School Development
Day — Pupil Free Day

Term three has proven to be a great
success at Helena Valley Primary
School, with only two more weeks to
go, culminating with our annual
Learning Journey.
Literature Spine Donations
This year, a suggestion from a parent is
being adopted to support Talk for
Writing. Talk for Writing requires the
school to develop a ‘Literature Spine’,
which is a set of rich literature books,
specifically allocated to each year level,
that must be read to develop student
language. Staff have determined a list
that would be a great starting point,
and would appreciate parents support
through the purchasing of these. A list
will be available in the library on
Learning Journey night, and parents
will have the opportunity to purchase
and donate these books to the school
to support students with Talk for
Writing.
Protective Behaviours
Parents could you please discuss
‘stranger danger’ or protective
behaviours with your family, in
particular when your child/ren is not
with you eg walking to and from school,
at shops or the pool etc. At school we
discuss and teach protective
behaviours, but the best plans come
from the people who are actually
involved in them. As a school
disclosing information about potential
threats is difficult as we have many
checks and balances to make before
we can communicate with the
community. We also need to be

conscious that information can also
hamper police investigations or the
safety of those involved. This is why it
is important for families to have regular
discussions in regards to these types of
plans.
P&C fundraising
Congratulations to the P&C for another
successful term of fundraising in
particular the unforgettable ‘Bogan
Bingo’ night and more recently the
Father’s Day Stall.
Katie Price, fundraising co-ordinator,
and I would like to meet with the year 5
and 6 parents of 2018 to prepare for
camp fundraising for the senior camp.
This meeting will not be about the
logistics of camp but how we can move
forward to maximise fundraising. All
fundraising needs to go through the
P&C. We will be holding a meeting on
the 15th of September at 2.15 pm, in
the school library.
Best of luck to Mrs Subotic and the
choir students who will be representing
the school at the WA Massed Choir on
Monday the 18th September. They will
also be wearing our new choir shirts to
this performance.
Lastly, I would also like to advise that
Mr Brown will be taking personal leave
for the remainder of the term. In his
absence, Mrs Lydiate will be Acting
Deputy Principal.
Tamala

From the Deputy
HILLS EDUCATION COMMUNITY SCIENCE QUEST
Congratulations to our Year 6 Science Team who recently competed in the Hills Education Community Science Quest, which
was held at Mount Helena Primary School and involved teams from 12 schools.
Our team of four budding scientists – Siobhan Sudholz, Justin Holmes, Gus Kempton and Ryan Armstrong-Byrne enjoyed
the challenge and performed well for our school.
SCHOOLS READINESS TESTING
Last week, students from year 3 and 5 participated in the Naplan Online School Readiness testing.
The purpose of these tests was to determine whether individual schools and the Education Department have the necessary
digital technology infrastructure and capacity to effectively conduct Naplan Online testing in 2018. Also, they provided an
opportunity for students to share feedback about their experience using the online tests. Over 80% of our year 3 and 5
students said they were confident using the online testing platform and the style of test questions. Most said they preferred
doing online tests compared to “pencil and paper” tests.
SCHOOL CHOIR TO PERFORM AT PERTH CONCERT HALL
On Friday, 15th September our enthusiastic, hardworking choir will be performing in the WA Massed Choir Concert at the
Perth Concert Hall. This exciting musical event offers our students the rare opportunity to perform in a combined choir of
over 300 voices in a magnificent venue and before a capacity audience of parents, friends and special guests. We wish all
our “angelic voiced’ choristers and their amazing music teacher/choir director, Mrs Subotic, all the best for what will be an
unforgettable experience.

Early Childhood
Early Childhood has had a fantastic start to the term with
engaging activities happening in every room. Many classes
have an animal focus this term which has shown the creative
sides of our students. Measurement and geometry concepts
are being explored, including time, capacity, informal
measurement and positional language.
All classes have focused on recounts during Talk for Writing
Lessons with an emphasis on the structure and content
specific to recounting information. Edu dance and Dance and
Development lessons are in full swing with students learning
their dance moves ready for the concert. Faction carnival
practice has been a highlight of each week for students. They
have been practicing for flag races, long jump, corner spry,
relays and tunnel ball enthusiastically. Kindergarten will not
be attending the carnival, however we will be having a mini

carnival on the day and both classes are participating in
Outdoor Classroom Day, which will entail lots of fantastic
hands on activities.
Father’s Day preparations are in full swing with classes
preparing something for their loved ones and attending the
fantastic P&C Father’s Day stall. We wish all our fantastic
Dads and Granddads a wonderful day.
Individual classes are working on specific areas of the
curriculum. These include the human body, emotion
regulation and personal space. Many classes are exploring
the environment, this has been done in different ways
including gardening, researching, cleaning up and creating
dioramas (on display in the library).

Curriculum
This term staff completed their professional learning on Talk
For Writing. This occurred on the school development day
and then a further 3 x 2 hour sessions after school in weeks
2 – 4.
Talk for Writing, developed by Pie Corbett is powerful
because it is based on the principles of how children learn. It
enables students to imitate the language they need for a
particular topic orally before reading and analysing it and
then writing their own version.

and then teaching the necessary steps for exceptional
sentence, paragraph and text construction.
Talk For Writing has the potential to dramatically improve
students’ writing. The approach also offers students with
learning and language difficulties an opportunity to develop
stronger writing skills.
Walking into classrooms and observing both staff and
students engaging in the writing process by using oral
language and story maps has been very positive. Students
have also been introduced to using a toolkit for planning,
ideas and structure and then to express these ideas in the
written form.

Many students find the writing process, both fiction and nonfiction, extremely challenging. These students may have
wonderful ideas, but struggle to get their thoughts onto the
page. Even those who read well can experience difficulty with
written expression.
Feedback from the staff and students indicates that they find
Talk For Writing, ‘fun, engaging and motivating.’
Talk For Writing is a unique process that uses spoken
activities to develop writing skills. Quality writing is created by The photos are of different types of toolkits that can be found
first expanding and developing students’ oral language skills in classrooms.

PBS
The faction competition is in full swing this term with training
for the sports carnival being a fantastic opportunity for all our
pre-primary to year six students to build their sense of team
and belonging to their faction. Faction practice is a great
time to use and build their good sportsmanship, cheering
and using encouraging language whilst refining their physical
skills with a range of age groups. Sports day will be another
opportunity for factions to be awarded tokens for good
sportsmanship and following our whole school expectations,
as well as determining the Faction trophy and medal winners
for 2017.
Term three’s, mid term faction token competition was
awarded to O’Connor, who all enjoyed an icy-pole last week
for their fantastic efforts. Remember tokens can be awarded
at any time, for following the school expectations. You never
know when you might be spotted being awesome!
Each assembly a new SECRET TEACHER is chosen to ‘spy’ on
all the classes , we are looking for the class which
demonstrates the following:



Everyone sings the anthem, says the school creed and
sings happy birthday.



Everyone sits and stays focused on the whole
assembly.



Everyone claps for honour certificate winners and
performances.

The winning class is announced at the assembly and
receives a prize. Well done to room 8 and room 12 for
winning this term, a tremendous effort!
The PBS team will be attending day four of their training on
September 12th. The team is looking forward to the
opportunity to complete our intensive training, network with
other PBS schools, and learn as much knowledge as
possible to better support all the social and behavioural
learning of every child in our school.

Dental Van

Attendance

The Dental Van is currently located at Glen Forrest Primary
School. It Will remain at Glen Forrest Primary until
approximately December 1st 2017. Following this it will
relocate to the Clayton View Primary School (Koongamia).

September is Attendance Awareness Month. Lets work
together to show that every school day is essential to
school success.

If you wish to make an appointment please call 0407 594
254 (no text messages, voice message enabled) between
the hours of 8am-4pm. All children between the ages of 517 are eligible for treatment through the School Dental
Health Service, no matter the school they attend.

Remember, When it comes to attendance...
EVERYDAY COUNTS!!

Please notify the office before 9.30am via:

The Dental Van will close over the Christmas period
starting 4pm Wednesday 13th December, reopening at
the beginning of Term 1 2018.

SMS on 0437 410 293

If you experience a dental emergency during the Christmas
period please contact 9325 3452 for information on
dental emergencies. Alternatively visit your local private
family dentist.

Email on HelenaValley.PS@education.wa.edu.au

Phone on 9294 1062

Complete the absentee form on the HVPS School
App.
LATE TO SCHOOL - would parents please ensure that children
who arrive at school after the 8.50am siren report to the front
office and take a red card to the class teacher.
EXTENDED ABSENCE - please notify the office in writing (via
email on HelenaValley.PS@education.wa.edu.au) prior to your
child being absent from school for an extended period. This is a
Department of Education requirement and will be forwarded to
the Principal on receipt.

Learning Journey, Dance Performances & Book Fair
Learning Journey open night is Tuesday 19th September from 6.00—7.30pm. This is your chance to walk through your child's
educational journey.
During the term the students have had the opportunity to learn Dance as part of the Curriculum. The students will be
performing their Dance and Develop and Edu Dance routines for you from 5.00—6.00pm in the undercover area. Details of
costumes to be worn for this performance have been sent out to you all.
Yes it’s Book Fair time again!
This year’s theme is “Rainforest” – Go Wild For Books! Many classes have contributed by helping decorate the Library in
readiness for its commencement on Thursday 14th September till Tuesday 19th September.
Come along between 8.30-9.00am & 3.00-3.30pm. Parents, friends, family and students will be able to purchase fabulous
books and novelty stationary items each day.
We will also be having a special Open Night on Tuesday 19th (Same night as Learning Journey) from 5.30pm – 7.30pm, so that
busy working parents can have an opportunity to participate. A special guest book character will be joining us early in the
evening and there will be competitions on the night. Please come along and join us and have a look at the beautiful books on
display.
Buying a book for a child is a wonderful gift and you will be supporting your school, as a large percentage of the total sales
gets’ donated back to the school in books and resources.

Board
The School Board has been meeting twice per term since we became IPS in 2015. The composition of Board Membership
has been consistent, enabling the Board to operate effectively in tracking the school's progress against the Business Plan. It
is pleasing to see that the school is working towards achieving most of the set targets.
Recently, the Board has been reflecting about how successful we have been in supporting the school to achieve its targets.
Meetings have provided some rigorous discussion while reviewing data, resulting in streamlined and improved program
delivery for students.
We would like to thank the school staff and community for their continued support throughout the ERG process. Whilst we
eagerly await the report, the school continues to make progress to meet students educational needs. The Board looks
forward to implementing suggested changes that will add value to the terrific work that staff are already doing.
By the way, did you see the letter from Ms Wilkinson this week reporting on 2017 Naplan results? What an amazing
summary reflecting effective program delivery of student education. Well done staff and students! Enjoy the coming weeks,
it will be Term 4 before you know it.

It has already been a big term for the P&C, with the Bogan Bingo Fundraiser on August
12th. It was wonderful to see so many school families at the event and the P&C would
like to thank you all for your amazing support. We hope you all enjoyed yourselves as
much as we did!
On the 29th and 30th of August we also held the Father’s Day Stalls. The kids were all
excited to be able to choose a gift for their Dad’s and special family members. It was
lovely to have so many people put their hands up to help on the day, so once again
thank you very much to the volunteers.
Keep an eye out at next week’s sports carnival for the money boards going around. $2
to pick a number and the winner or each board will take home $100.
Our last big P&C event for this term will be held on the 22 nd September at 1.40pm - THE
COLOUR RUN! Info on this can be found in this newsletter. It is set to be a great event. We will need volunteers on the
day so if you are willing to help please get in touch with the P&C fundraising team.
The Graduation Committee will be doing a sausage sizzle on Learning Journey Night to raise funds for the Year 6
graduation, so please come along and buy a hot dog and support this great team in their efforts.
The P&C have lots of fun things planned for term 4 including “Bad Mums 2” at Ace Gold Lounge (for the parents), “The
Jungle Book” pantomime at Marloo Theatre in Greenmount and a Swap Meet. Keep an eye out for information about
these events coming soon.

Book week was a huge success at the canteen and
the kids loved the different names for their favourite
treats. Thankyou to all the ladies who helped with
preparing for the day and on the day, it couldn't be
done without you all.

