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From the Principal
Term 2/ Week 8
16 June
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FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday
19 June

Assembly — Room 11

Tuesday
20 June

Faction Cross Country

Wednesday
21 June —
Year 5/6 Camp
Friday 23 June
Thursday
22 June

Kindy B Health
Assessments

Monday
26 June

Reports go Home

Friday
30 June

Last Day Term 2

Monday
17 July

Term 3 Commences

Friday
21 July

School Development
Day — Pupil Free Day

I would like to congratulate the Helena
Valley Primary School Community for
another fantastic term.

to participate in a professional learning day
with a neighbouring school on ‘Talk 4
Writing’. This is a researched based writing
program that staff have been investigating,
Student Learning Goals
and are keen to implement across the
I must mention the great success staff had school. The School Board discussed and
with reaching families in term 1.
agreed to moving the School Development
Approximately 92% of families had a
Day from Monday the 17th of July to Friday
meeting or a phone call with a staff
the 21st of July.
member, in regard to discussions about
School will return MONDAY THE 17th JULY
student progress and setting realistic
2017, and FRIDAY the 21st JULY will be a
learning goals. That is an amazing effort
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAY (aka Student
by everyone and a very big commitment to
free day)!
the education of students at Helena Valley
Primary School.
Busy Bee
Parents and Carers will be able to review
these goals with the end of semester
report. This would be a great opportunity
to discuss your child’s progress with your
child. As you are aware the report is a
snap shot in time, showing the
achievement and progress of the students
at the end of term 2.

On Thursday the 13th July at 10 am,
school staff will be holding a busy bee.
The aim of the morning is to:
1.
Remove rubbish and weeds in
the current vegetable patch.
2.
Move the new beds from the
Early Childhood area to the vegetable
patch area.

If for some reason your report and goals do
3.
Refill with soil and lay gravel
not align please make an appointment to
around the beds.
speak to your child’s classroom teacher.
Break Times
I would like to congratulate the four senior
students, Elizabeth, Lachlan, Kobi and
Gemma, whom presented the student
perception data on the breaks to the
School Board. It was a great learning
opportunity for the children as they learnt
the skill of negotiation and seeing all
points of view in decision making.
The School Board meets on Monday to
review all data and make a decision about
how the breaks will continue for the
remainder of the year.
School Development Day Term 3
We have been offered a great opportunity

This would be a great opportunity for a few
hours in the sun (hopefully). If it is forecast
to rain it will be postponed. If you are able
to assist on the day with man power or
machinery please contact the school
office.
Drop off Coffee Mondays
In Term 3, the Chaplain and I will be open
up the Library on Monday 24th July and
Monday 14th August to anyone wanting to
pop in for a coffee and an informal chat
after drop off at 8.50am.
Thank you once again for a great term 2,
as we look forward to term 3 – the sport
term!

From the Deputy
Winter Sports Lightning Carnival
Year 5 and 6 students participated in the Hills Education
Community Winter Sports Lightning Carnival on Friday, 18 th May
at various venues in Mundaring and Mt Helena. The Lightning
Carnival is a friendly, fun competition with the focus on
participation and interaction with children from other Hills
schools. Our students thoroughly enjoyed the fast paced matches
and were able to meet and compete with children from Glen
Forrest, Mundaring, Darlington and Mount Helena primary
schools in football, netball, soccer and basketball. Well done to
all team members, who played enthusiastically and with good
sportsmanship throughout the day. Many thanks to Staff
members and parents who supervised teams and umpired
matches and to parents who came along to support our teams.

We hope that all participants try their best, enjoy their event and
earn valuable points for their faction. The top four placegetters in
year 3-6 events will go on to represent our school at the Hills
Schools Cross Country Championships in term 3.
STEM Technology
This term, our Student Technology leaders, Jessica Cairns, Dylan
Holloway, Bevin Salter and Justin Holmes have been exploring
the school’s recently acquired STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) resources, learning how to program
robots, make electrical circuits and construct high tech models.
The students will have the opportunity to share their knowledge
with small groups of children in classes next term.

Joffa’s Toon School

Edu Dance Program/Dance and Develop

Students from pre-primary to year 6 enjoyed the opportunity to
participate in Joffa’s ToonSchool on 30th May. During each
session renowned cartoonist and educator, Jeff Taylor, taught the
children cartooning techniques, which motivated them to create
their own amazing cartoons. More importantly Jeff used their
creative efforts to promote a greater sense of self-esteem and
self-confidence and develop skills in the areas of respect,
empathy and resilience.

Next term, pre-primary to year 6 students will be involved in Edu
Dance as part of their Physical Education and Arts program.
Qualified instructors will teach the children amazing hip hop
dance moves and routines, which are always great fun and
excellent for their fitness. The students will participate in Edu
Dance lessons every Wednesday from 19th July, for 9 weeks,
culminating in a showcase dance presentation for parents at the
end of term 3. Next term Kindy kids will also be participating in a
special early childhood program called “Dance and Develop.”
Students will learn dance techniques and choreography in
preparation for a performance for families at the end of the term.
For more information go to:

Faction Cross Country
During the term, students from pre-primary to year 6 have been
energetically training for the Faction Cross Country events on
Tuesday, 20th June. Pre-primary, year 1 and year 2 children run
one circuit of the course (approx. 500m); year 3s and 4s run 2
laps (1000m) and year 5s and 6s run 3 laps (1500m).

http://www.edu-dance.com.au/
http://danceanddevelop.wixsite.com/danceanddevelop/about1

Attendance
How are the school’s attendance targets going?
The schools unauthorised attendance rate is sitting at an amazing 91%. Congratulations to parents and carers who have be providing an
explanation for their child’s absence.
The schools attendance rate is 94.8%, which is an improvement from 2016.
Attendance risk - what does it mean?
If a student attends 90% of the time, we regard them as attending regularly
However, a student attending 90% of the time will miss:
1 day a fortnight
1 week a term 4 weeks a year
1 year by the end of Year 9
This is why Every Day Counts!
If you have any issues with your child’s attendance please contact the schools attendance officer through the front office.

Curriculum
As the term is coming to an end it is that time of the year when parents will soon be receiving their child’s report for the end of the
semester.
This report is sent home to all students in Pre Primary to Year 6, whilst the Kindergarten students have a portfolio. This is a mandated
form of reporting to parents, which incorporates both academic and social (attitude, behaviour and effort) learning.
Throughout the year curriculum outcomes for all students are carefully monitored, recorded and reported to parents. Some parents may
have already been involved with meeting their child’s teacher to discuss documented planning that either supports or extends their child’s
learning.
English and Mathematics are at the core of the curriculum and we aim to provide a balanced literacy and numeracy program for all
students. Classrooms are focused on differentiated learning with explicit teaching enabling students to develop and become independent
and self-directed learners.
Some students from Year 1 to Year 4 have been working with Mrs Leonie Marris (Education Assistant). She works in close collaboration
with Mrs Alma Lydiate to work with students who require support in reading and writing. The students involved either work individually or
in small group intervention classes.
Once again the Year 3 and Year 5 students were involved in the NAPLAN testing earlier in the term. The results of this testing will arrive
later in the year for staff to review and parents to receive a document explaining their child’s performance.
This term we were fortunate to have a Maths incursion for the Kindergarten to Year 6 students. The students worked collaboratively in
small groups and completed activities that involved hands-on materials. The students were all very engaged and involved for the
incursion. Our school had positive feedback from the Maths Professor regarding the students engagement and manners.

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS)
Continuing our momentum from our fabulous start to the year, all
students have been positively engaging with our five school
expectations.
Interact safely and with purpose.
Be ready to learn.
Work with persistence.

the chance to try again, forgive yourself and be happy to move forward
and learn from mistakes; show gratitude and thoughtfulness;
“with purpose” can be taught through the development of routines
and habits which lead to efficient use of time. For example: Use time
wisely, use break times to refill water bottles; take the most direct
route when moving through the school; carryout tasks that contribute
to the learning.

Children from all over the school can confidently explain the school
expectations and how to work and play by them everyday, earning
tokens as they go. Each of the expectations can support the social
and learning behaviours for each child. Our staff explicitly teach and
reteach all of the five expectations to further develop the social and
emotional, and learning behaviours of every child.

As you read through your children’s reports, bear in mind that the
Attitude, Behaviour and Effort (ABE) marks have been taught, and
supported by the PBS philosophy. All students have been working
towards Excellence, Responsibility and Citizenship through the
teaching and monitoring of our whole school expectations, and
academic and social goal setting. These learning behaviours as
represented through the ABE, showcase your child’s current learning
effectiveness and indicate their strengths and perhaps areas of future
focus.

Expectation in focus

Tokens, tokens, tokens!!

Be positively involved.
Learn from mistakes.

A fantastic effort from all factions is making our faction token
competition a nail biting race to the finish. Well done to O’Connor for
When defining this expectation, children explore ideas around keeping
receiving the midterm prize, and good luck to everyone as we get
themselves and others physically safe, for example: walking with
closer and closer to the end of term reward. The token jars look very
scissors, holding the blade; walking in the walking zones; tackling
even at the moment, so we are heading for another exciting, close
within the rules, and when a supervising umpire is present and using
competition. Will we see a new faction rise to the top? Will the
equipment correctly and mindfully.
consistent efforts from our Drummond students see them remain
strong contenders? Or will Statham, Forrest or O‘Connor persist, and
We also introduced the idea that we also need to keep our own, and
strive for excellence in all they do and come through from behind for
other peoples’ feelings safe, for example: use manners like please,
the epic end of term win? Lets see which of our faction captains can
thank you and excuse me; use encouraging language and always
rally their troops to get their faction over the line first.
avoid putdowns; think with kindness towards yourself, build up your
self-esteem by acknowledging successes and effort, allowing yourself
Interact safely and with purpose.

5c Challenge
The 5c challenge will end on Wednesday 21st June. Make sure you get your 5c coins in so
your class doesn’t miss out on the chance to win a movie afternoon in week 10.
Business Directory
We are still collecting adds for the Business Directory. If you are interested in placing an
add for your Small Business please email the Fundraising committee at
hvpsfundraising@yahoo.com.au.
Bogan Bingo
Keep an eye out in the coming weeks for booking information for Bogan Bingo which is
happening on August 12th, save the date!

School Banking

The School Bank is open Tuesday mornings from 8:20am – 9:00am
At Helena Valley we are proud to participate in the Commonwealth Bank School Banking Program. It includes a fantastic Rewards Program designed to encourage children to get into the habit of saving regularly. The School Banking Program has been a great success amongst our students.
Commonwealth Bank School Banking is also a good fundraiser for our school. Our school receives $5 when children
open an account and we also receive a 5% commission on every deposit made through the School Banking program (to
a maximum of $10 per individual deposit).
If you are interested in opening a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for your child, the fastest and easiest way
to set up an account is online at www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking. Once you have your BSB and account number
you can come in and see our school banking assistants and we will give them a student number to get started.
If there is any time that we have a big queue, if children are in a rush to get to class or to a
before school activity, we conveniently have a School Banking drop box situated at our table
that children can place their bank books into and we will return it to them or the nominated
child of your family at their class at the end of banking each week.
School Banking is run entirely by volunteers. If you would like to help out in any way or would
like more information about setting up an account or School Banking in general, please come
and see us on a Tuesday morning or contact us at hvps.schoolbanking@gmail.com.

