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 We have had a very interesting start to the 2020 

school year. 

I would like to thank the P&C for the great 

‘Welcome Back to School Movie’ night.  Toy Story 4 

was a great movie to remind us of how important 

friendships are.  

Friendships were strengthened with the year 5 and 

6 camp to Ern Halliday in week 3 of the term.   

Early screening of students has occurred with PAT 

testing in Reading and Maths, On-Entry testing and 

Westwood along with Mad Minute Maths 

competition starting with a Bang! 

We're not panicking about COVID-19, but we are 

taking action. 

I am extremely impressed by the way staff and 

students have responded to the changes and 

protocols put in place to effectively provide the 

safest learning environment we can for your 

children. 

I would like to thank the parents and families who 

have supported both the children and staff during 

this time.  The Helena Valley Primary School 

community should be proud of its Outstanding 

Community Spirit when it comes to times like this.   

In particular, I would like to thank Dave Fry the 

School Board Chair, who has worked closely with 

the school while we have been determining the 

best course of action to take during this time. 

While many of our events have been postponed or 

modified to meet the guidelines provided by the 

Department of Education and Department of 

Health, staff have ensured that students have 

been involved in quality educational experiences 

and keeping their daily routines as normal as 

possible. 

I would like to acknowledge the hard work of the 

P&C over the last 12 months and we look forward 

to working with the P & C  again in the future.  

Today, the Government has announced all public 

schools in Western Australia will remain open until 

the end of term – Thursday, 9 April 2020. 

However, families are now encouraged to keep 

their children at home if they have the capacity to 

do so.   

What this means for HVPS is: 

•             From Monday, 30 March to Friday, 3 April 

all children who attend school will be taught as 

normal. 

•             The following week (6 to 9 April) teachers 

and education assistants will prepare teaching 

programs for Term 2. 

•             During this time (6 to 9 April), students 

who attend school will be supervised, not taught. 

The Government recognises there will still be 

families who need to send their children to school 

to continue their learning during this period.  These 

may include: 

•             Children of parents and carers who need 

their children to attend school to maintain 

employment. 

•             Children who live in families with aged 

relatives. 

•             Children where it is safer for them to be 

at school. 

For families who have opted to stay home already, 

this will not change arrangements.  If you fall into 

the categories list above and will require to send 

your children to school during week ten could you 

please notify us by emailing the schools email 

address – 

Helenavalley.PS@education.wa.edu.au  so we can 

plan our supervision strategy. 

We acknowledge this a trying time for all families, 

HVPS staff included, the thought of learning at 

home can be quite terrifying.  However HVPS staff 

are on the other end of the phone (or in time video 

conference) at any point in time when you need 

help, during school time. 

I will be sending out more information to families 

next week in regard to passwords, Connect and 

learning at home.    

My biggest piece of advice during this time is – 

take it slowly.  If your family is struggling, don’t 

argue just stop and go for a walk to regroup.  Your 

relationship with your family and children will be 

tested simply by all being together, let alone 

adding school work.   

We will continue to keep you informed as 

information come to hand.  The P&C Facebook 

page is there as a support to families also. 

 

Thank you again for the support, it means so much 

to staff to know that their efforts during this 

unpredictable time are 

appreciated. 

Take care  

Tamala 

mailto:Helenavalley.PS@education.wa.edu.au


From the Deputy 

2020 Student Leaders 

Student Councillors: Jyzet Bertillo, Alex Godbold, Will Guy, Mayan de Saxe 

Faction Captains: Drummond: Janica Brown, Alex Davy; Forrest: Laysie Grossman, Rhys Walding; Statham: Tyson Jansen, 

David Reinholdtsen; O’Connor: Jack Fairhead-Gill, Connor Newman 

Technology Assistants: Drew Jackson, Mia Grime 

Flag Bearers: Ella Low, Ruby Farrell 

 

GRIP Conference  

Our student leaders have been busy this term and have taken to their new roles with confidence and enthusiasm. On Friday 

13th March, 16 Year 6 students travelled by train to the Perth Convention Centre to participate in the GRIP Student Leaders 

Conference, joining around 1500 other students from schools throughout the state, in an exciting and interactive series of 

activities to inform and motivate them to be effective leaders in the school and beyond. Thanks to Ms Ferguson and Mrs 

Budd who assisted with supervision of the students on the day.  

 

Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS)  

This year the program for instrumental music has included year 5 students as well as year 6s. The students who were 

selected for the 2020 IMSS program have been hard at work learning to play their instrument, through weekly lessons with 

their instrumental music teachers and lots of home practice.  

Brass Players: Olivia Hemsley, Adelle Roy, Noah Stretch, Matildah Nosow, Luca Pearce, Laysie Grossman, Jack Fairhead-Gill, 

Will Guy 

Guitar Players: Lillyana Gannaway, Angelique Gardiner, Jacob Healy, Alexis Robertson, Travis Walters, Jyzet Bertillo, Mayan 

de Saxe, Ruby Farrell, Alex Godbold, Mia Grime  

 

Public Speaking Competition  

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in our school’s Public Speaking Competition. We were very impressed 

with the number of students who entered in both the junior and senior sections. The Year 1-3 students who entered recited 

a poem and the Year 4-6 entrants had to present a four-minute speech on a topic of their choice. The Junior winner was Zoe 

Hemsley from Year 1, she presented a poem titled, The Monster and the Senior winner was Aaleyah Ekayasa from Year 4 

who presented a speech about her cousin.   

 

On-entry 

All students in Pre-primary to Year 2 have completed the On-entry assessment that took place in weeks 3 – 7. The students 

were assessed in the areas of Speaking and Listening, Reading, Writing and Numeracy. All parents of the students will 

receive a Parent Report which includes a summary of the literacy and numeracy skills and understandings their child 

demonstrated and gives suggestions to support their child’s learning at home. 

 

NAPLAN 

As reported last week,  Education Ministers decided that NAPLAN will not proceed in 2020.  

The decision to not proceed with NAPLAN in 2020 has been taken to assist school leaders, teachers and support staff to 

focus on the wellbeing of students and continuity of education, including potential online and remote learning.  

 





School Improvement Plan 
Leadership 

The Leadership team has been super busy of late. 

Throughout this Administration have continued to build on their visibility in 

classroom with visits and feedback being provided to staff on established 

behaviour systems, the visibility of learning outcomes and the learning 

environments they have built. 

During these visits we collect feedback from students to determine their 

understanding of the learning they are undertaking, responses have been 

amazing  with the understanding they are developing of how their learning 

needs are being met. 

All staff have also been involved in Performance Management meetings, 

setting personal goals for improving  their practice for 2020. 

The Leadership team meet fortnightly with the purpose of monitoring school-

wide plans and the school targets.  Working with the School Board this year 

will  lead to the development of a new Business Plan, which will focus the 

core business of the school for the next three years. Tamala Wilkinson 

Learning Environment 

2020 has got off to a fantastic start with all staff quickly establishing 

classroom routines and creating a strong sense of belonging in each 

classroom and around the school grounds. We have seen children learning 

about our whole school expectations and developing positive learning 

behaviours. During assemblies we have continued to see students being 

recognised for their learning efforts through our Excellence, Responsibility 

and Citizenship certificates. We have welcomed our new school creed which 

reflects our PBS philosophy after it was endorsed by our School Board in 

2019.   

  

Through our ongoing partnership with the School of Special Needs Behaviour 

and Engagement, (SSENBE) and School of Special Needs Disability (SSEND) 

we have engaged in staff capacity building across a wide range of whole 

school and individual student needs.  Staff have embraced the Classroom 

Management Strategies Professional Learning as we work collaboratively to 

strengthen our Whole School PBS framework and continue to provide 

support for all our learners in the areas of social and learning 

behaviours.  We have completed SSEN planning sessions where staff 

participated in training and were coached to use the Reporting to Parents 

online documented plan platform.  As a staff we are excited to continue this 

partnership as we continue to access SSEN programs and support.  Rebecca 

O’Reilly 

 

Teaching 

The Teaching Team incorporates leaders from all curriculum areas – English, 

Mathematics, and the ‘Others’ (HASS, Science, Health and Technologies) . 

English: This year we have started a new initiative across years 1-6, Whole 

School silent reading every morning for 10 minutes. 

At  8.50, an announcement goes over the PA for everyone , including 

teachers, to read a book of choice. After 10 minutes the children are 

encouraged to discuss an aspect of the book depending on the individual 

class focus. This may include the setting or the character or a different 

reading strategy like predicting or inferring.  So far this reading initiative has 

been very successful with more children engaged in daily reading and library 

borrowing has increased. Nerine Ferguson. 

Mathematics: The Mad Minute Mental Maths competition has returned this 

year for all students from Pre-Primary to Year 6. Two competitions will be 

held each term. Our first competition was conducted between week 4 and 6, 

with the focus on addition. Winners will be notified at the next assembly.  

 

Some staff attended a Professional Learning session with Paul Swan at 

Darlington PS this week. The PL was on working mathematically to develop 

the proficiencies in mathematics. Michelle Spence. 

“The Others” team has the responsibility of implementing new initiatives, 

embedding common practices throughout the year levels and evaluating  

success. The subject areas that we cover are: 

1. Health 

2. Science 

3. Humanities and Social Sciences  

4. Technologies  

This term in one of the leadership meetings, l completed a “Force Field 

Analysis” to identify the key objectives in the above curriculum areas that 

need to be addressed. The topics of Protective Behaviours and the Bushfire 

Curriculum were flagged to be embedded across the school. Planning for 

future professional development in the area of technology was also 

recommended. 

 

This information was then fed back to the team of teachers who are involved 

in developing these subject areas. We also met to discuss ideas for Harmony 

Day and work out the logistics for an exciting day of learning. 

 

Great ideas and forward planning help to make sure the curriculum in the 

above areas is delivered to our students in meaningful, relevant and varied 

ways to engage all learners. Tracey Graham. 

Relationships 

Parent Board Nominations have been received and voted on by the parents 

of HVPS. We had a total of 93 parents vote, which is fantastic.  It was great 

to see the number and high quality of nominations received. It is a shame 

we only had 1 position available but I would encourage all our nominees to 

re-apply in the future.  

During these times when we are communicating a lot with families, we are 

conscious of the volume and type of communication being used.  In general 

terms information is provided in the following hierarchy of importance: 

EMERGENCY - for instance Bush Fire or Lock Down.  We use our SMS 

system.  So you know if you receive an SMS from the school there is a 

crisis.  Except for the 10.00 am message in regard to attendance. 

EMAIL - for High Priority information e.g. water cut last week.  Emails will be 

sent to the family mail marker of each family. We ask families to 

communication this information with each other as we cannot always send 

information to every student contact. The exception is my Friday email of 

what is on next week to families. 

CONNECT - for general non-essential daily/weekly information and 

celebrations.  

Finally, a big thank you to our HVPS community. Your words of kindness, 

support and helping hands and your chocolates have been very welcoming 

during this uncertain time. Jaye Foster. 

Resources 

At the end of 2019 the State Government allocated money to our school in 3 

Phases for a new High Priority Maintenance and Minor Works Program for 

public schools. 

For Phase 1 we painted and carpeted the inside of Rooms 7 and 8, replaced 

vinyl flooring in the Canteen, replaced air conditioner in Room 11 and had 

hand rails put outside Room 2 and on the steps of the BER building. 

Phase 2 will begin in 2020 when the Department advises us. Rhonda 

Naughton. 

 

 



As you are all aware, we are entering an unprecedented time for 

Australia as a whole, and as you would expect – our school board is 

not immune to this. 

As of this moment we have halted our board meetings and will await 

further advise on recommencement. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to ensure everyone that we will still 

continue communicating and I am having daily calls with the school 

principal to ensure we are across all the changes. 

As parent representatives elected by you, now more than ever we 

are the voice of the community. 

I urge all of us to follow the advice given by our government leaders 

during this time. 

I also want to thank the staff, students and school community for all 

the  

hard work put into the last few weeks, with an ever changing 

landscape this is not easy to navigate, but it has been great to see 

so much support within our community for all involved. 

The next phase for us will involve different ways of learning that I 

can appreciate will add extra pressure to parents, student AND 

teachers. All I ask is that we work together to navigate this and we 

support each other in achieving our focus. This is and always will be 

about learning outcomes for our children. 

Best of luck to all in this uncertain time and I hope all our families 

are safe. 

We are all in this together!! 

Kind Regards 

Dave Fry 

As you are all aware the impact of coronavirus is being felt by every organisation around the planet. The 

Helena Valley P&C is no exception. As a result, we will be suspending all operations until school life 

returns to normal (assemblies, carnivals, parent meetings etc).  

 

For the P&C this means: 

• the Annual General Meeting is postponed till further notice 

• School Canteen is closed till further notice 

• Uniform Shop is closed till further notice 

• School Banking is closed till further notice 

 

The current executive committee will act on behalf of the P&C until such time as an AGM can be held.  If 

you have any concerns or comments please message Katie, Georgie or I directly or contact the school 

office. 

 

Kind regards, 

Nick Stretch 

P&C President 

Board  
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If money was no object, what would you do all 

day? 

Work at my winery – Francis Rose in the South 

West  

 

Aside from necessities, what one thing could 

you not go a day without? 

Sport 

 

Who is your hero? 

Michael Jordan 

 

What is the best thing you’ve ever eaten? 

My wife’s home cooked Lasagne 

 

Where is your favourite place to go on holiday 

and why? 

Esperance – Beautiful Beaches and just far 

enough away to be out of the way. I grew up 

there for some time as a kid and love going 

back with my family. 

 

What’s your favourite movie? 

I would have 2 – Snatch and Bad Boys 

 

Do you collect anything? 

Not really anymore, although I have lots of 

hats and Nth Melbourne membership shirts 

 

Tell us two truths and a lie, and we have to 

guess which one is the lie.  

I once rode a BMX bike 124kms behind a 

fundraising group for fun (between Laverton 

and Leonora) when I was 9yrs old. 

 

When I was 1 year old, I climbed a tree and sat 

on our patio roof with my cat, sending half our 

town on a wild goose chase for the missing 

‘Dave’ 

 

I performed with the Ashton Bros circus as a 

juggler for 6 months after finishing high school 

 

What celebrity would you like to meet for 

coffee? 

Glen Archer 

 

What are you absolutely determined to do? 

Watch North Melbourne win a premiership live 

 

What takes up too much of your time? 

Work , especially when the Olympics are on 

 

 

 

 

Kendall Earnshaw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

If money was no object, what would you do all 

day? 

I would spend my days traveling, gardening and 

reading books in my enormous house made of 

piles of books.  

 

Aside from necessities, what one thing could you 

not go a day without? 

 A good, strong cup of tea and a biscuit. “I say let 

the world go to hell, but I should always have my 

tea.”― Fyodor Dostoevsky (he forgot to mention 

the biscuit) 

 

Who is your hero? 

My mother in law; she was a single mother of five 

boys and she raised them all to be good, 

hardworking, dependable men. I’ll never be as 

organised as she is, but I aspire to her resilience 

and sense of humour.  

 

What is the best thing you’ve ever eaten? 

Duck and truffle broth, served in a mug. I know it 

sounds too fancy to taste good, but I promise you 

it was the most amazing, full-flavoured, savoury 

thing I’ve ever tasted. It was the soup you’d 

imagine drinking if you were sitting in front of a 

roaring fire on a wintery day with a rug around 

your shoulders and woolly socks on your feet. 

Other than that, the Nutella donuts from the 

bakery at Gilbert’s are pretty amazing  

 

Where is your favourite place to go on holiday and 

why? 

Bali for the food, Melbourne for the football and 

food.  

 

What’s your favourite movie? 

Strictly Ballroom.  

 

Do you collect anything? 

Glass jars with lids. I say collection, my husband 

says compulsion. 

 

Tell us two truths and a lie, and we have to guess 

which one is the lie.  

I like black jellybeans,  

 

I like watching Friends  

 

I like listening to Celine Dion sing in French.  

 

What celebrity would you like to meet for coffee? 

Barack Obama 

 

What are you absolutely determined to do? 

See the Aurora Borealis. 

 

What takes up too much of your time? 

Looking for library books. Honestly, I think 

someone hides them deliberately.  

 

 

 

Tracie Shepherd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If money was no object, what would you do all 

day? 

I would go for flying lessons. Get a hobby and 

travel when and where I like!! 

Aside from necessities, what one thing could 

you not go without? 

My fur-baby. She has been a wonderful 

companion 

Who is your hero? 

David Attenborough - Naturalist and 

broadcaster 

What is the best thing you have ever eaten?       

Home made Bakewell Tart  

What’s your favourite movie?     

Under the Tuscan Sun 

Tell us two truths and lie, and we have to guess 

which one is the lie. 

Once run over by a bus! 

Bought up my fairy floss and lunch on 9 people 

while on the Wild West Ride at the Royal Show. 

Found a wallet at Hillary’s Boat Harbour 

containing $5000 and got an ice cream for a  

reward! 

Favourite place to go on holiday? 

Can’t say.  Everyone else will want to go! 

Do you collect anything?  

Teapots apparently! People keep buying them 

for me. 

What celebrity would you like to meet for 

coffee?  

(Male) Robert Downey Junior (Female) Judy 

Dench 

What are you absolutely determined to do?  

Rebuild my holiday home off the grid and 

green! 

What takes up too much of your time?   

Work!! Work and ........work! 


