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We have had a great start to the school year.  

The first big event being the ‘Welcome back 

Movie’ night held by the P&C, followed closely 

by the year 5 and 6 camp which was a great 

success. The sporting events we have been 

involved in were well organised and provided 

opportunities to our sports stars and the 

interschool Public Speaking at Gidgegannup 

PS was a fantastic event that provided 

selected students with workshops to develop 

their public speaking skills. With only two 

weeks to go and the last weeks of Mad 

Mental Maths — Addition, parent meetings 

and our ANZAC Day ceremony we still have a 

lot to go. 

Congratulations to those students who have 

received a Mad Mental Minute Maths 

certificate. There has been a range from PP 

to our senior students, all achieving three 

days of mastery in addition with 100%. 

A parent asked a great question this week.  

“What programs are we using and for what 

year levels?” The following are the programs 

the school utilises in student learning. They 

are school-wide programs that can be  

observed in all classrooms. 

Each program provides suggestions for the 

class teacher as to what to teach, whilst it is 

expected the teacher will differentiate the 

lessons to meet the needs of your children.  

All our teachers are using the WA Curriculum.  

If you have concerns about your child’s 

education your first port of call is that 

student’s teacher. If you are not satisfied with 

the response or your child’s learning then 

please contact me. Email is the best way. 

I would like to acknowledge the hard work of 

all staff, in particular those staff who have led 

these initiatives across the school. 

I would like to say thank you to the P&C in 

particular the executive committee Nick 

Stretch, Katie Price, Georgi Lefroy, Gordon 

Grossman, Roxanne Nolan, Karl Barker and 

Ashley Hemsley, who have done a great job in 

their roles on the P&C. The AGM is this 

coming Monday at 6 pm in the school library.  

As per every AGM all P&C positions will be 

vacated and an election will be held.  The 

fundraising team have done an amazing job 

in fundraising over the last 4 years. I know 

that Katie, Georgi and the team are looking to 

have a rest, hoping that other interested 

parents will take on the role. If you are 

interested in what happens at the school and 

want to be involved this is a great 

opportunity. 

I would also like to welcome Georgi Lefroy to 

the School Board, following an extremely tight 

election with only a few votes the difference.  

I thank both Sulli Foster and Chloe Claessens 

and look forward to working with them in the 

future.  Georgi joins the School Board for her 

first meeting this coming Monday. 

Please don’t forget that on Tuesday 9th April 

the school will be closed from 11.15 am, to 

hold parent interviews.  Interviews will be 

available from 11.30 to 5pm, via our booking 

site.  If it is unavoidable for your child/ren to 

be at school during the interview, they will be 

supervised by specialist teachers in the 

nature play area. 

On behalf of the staff at Helena Valley 

Primary School I thank our school community 

for their ongoing support of staff and 

students. 

Sincerely, 

Tamala Wilkinson 
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From the Deputy 
Hills Education Community Public Speaking Competition  

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in our 
school’s Public Speaking Competition recently. The Year 1-3 

children who entered recited a poem and the year 4-6 entrants had 
to present a four-minute speech on a topic of their choice. The 
Junior winner was Charlotte P who presented a humorous poem 

entitled, “Miss Lucy Had a Baby” and the Senior winner was Mayan , 
who presented an entertaining and well researched speech on “The 
Power of Words”. Both students were selected as our 

representatives at the Hills Education Community’s Public Speaking 
Competition held at Gidgegannup Primary School on 6th March. 
There were 10 schools competing and both Charlotte and Mayan 

did an excellent job in front of a large audience. They spoke clearly, 
confidently and expressively and can be very proud of their effort. 
Well done!  

Red Cross Pillowcase Workshop 

On March 13th our year 3 and 4 students participated in the Red 

Cross Pillowcase incursion. 

Delivered by a Red Cross volunteer and school staff, this one-hour 

workshop involved engaging discussions and interactive activities to 
help students: 

 Understand and discuss the importance of being prepared 

 Prepare their mind for the thoughts and feelings that may arise 
before, during and after an emergency 

Know the difference between need and want items and what to 

pack in an emergency kit 

Each student was then given a pillowcase to decorate and take 

home, to start their own personal emergency kit. The workshop was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the students 

 

Swimming Carnival 

The Faction Swimming Carnival held on Monday, 18th March was a 

very entertaining and exciting event. Congratulations to all the 
competitors on their enthusiasm, endeavour and sportsmanship. 
Thank you very much to the parent and community helpers, whose 

valuable assistance ensured the carnival ran smoothly and 
successfully. Also, thank you to staff members and faction captains 
for the great work in the faction bays and to Mr Hall and Mrs Foster 

for their thorough planning and organisation of the carnival.  Mrs 
O’Reilly and Mrs Budd did an excellent job organising and running 
the fun games in the shallow pool. Congratulations to individual 

medal winners and a huge cheer for the winning faction for 2019 – 
FORREST 

 

2019 Faction Swimming Champions 

T20 Blast Cricket Carnival 

On Friday, 22nd March our school participated in an Interschool T20 

Blast Cricket Lightning Carnival at Mundaring Oval against teams 
from 6 other schools. Our girls and boys teams played well and 

enjoyed the interaction with students from other Hills schools. The 
Girls team finished 6th and the boys finished 5th . Thanks to Mr Hall, 
Ms Ferguson and parents who helped support our T20 teams.  

GRIP Conference 

Our student leaders have been busy this term and have taken to 

their new roles with confidence and enthusiasm. On Wednesday, all 
year 6 students travelled by train to the Perth Convention Centre to 

participate in the GRIP Student Leaders Conference, joining around 
1500 other students from schools throughout the state, in an 
exciting and interactive series of activities to inform and motivate 

them to be effective leaders in the school and beyond. Thanks to 
Mrs Walters and Staff members who assisted with supervision of 
the students on the day. 

School of Instrumental Music (SIM) Programme 

The year 6 students who were selected for the 2019 SIM program 

have been hard at work learning to play their instrument, through 
weekly lessons with their instrumental music teacher and lots of 

home practice. We look forward to hearing them play at a school 
assembly later in the year. 

Brass Players: Taylah A, Ebony S, Ziggy P, Logan P, Cameron W 

Guitar Players: Jamie H, Phoebe F, Benn T, Dylan B,  Jackson D 

ANZAC Commemoration 

ANZAC Day is on 25th April, which is during the school holidays. Our 

school will hold our traditional ANZAC Day Commemoration on 
Friday 12th April, the last day of term 1. Parents, carers and 

community members are welcome to attend. The event is held in 
the covered assembly area, commencing at 2.00pm. To assist with 
the classroom floral tributes, we would welcome donations of 

flowers and other decorative plant material to make wreaths etc. 
These can be delivered or dropped off at the school on the morning 
of Friday 12th. We would also really appreciate help from a few 

parents/carers who are able to spare some time to arrange the 
floral wreaths. 

 

 

 

 

  CHAMPION RUNNER UP  

YR3 BOYS  Blake A   

YR3 GIRLS  Zoe C Hailey B 

YR4 BOYS  Hayden K Mathew D 

YR4 GIRLS  Phoebe O Alexis R 

YR5 BOYS  Connor N Logan D 

YR5 GIRLS  Laysie G Janica B 

YR6 BOYS  Cohen K West D J  

YR6 GIRLS Carly H Taylah A 





School Improvement Plan 
Staff from the Teaching team have continued to work together to focus on the targets from the 
School Improvement and Business Plans. The Curriculum leaders for English and Mathematics have 
developed scope and sequences that support the delivery of school-wide programs in these learning 
areas. 

Staff have undertaken a new initiative aimed at supporting students’ capacity in recalling basic 
number facts. Students have eagerly been taking part in daily one minute mental maths challenges. 
The focus this term has been on addition, with students gaining both fluency and accuracy in the 
challenge. 

Year 3-6 staff have been moderating a common maths task about subtraction. The task was 
completed by all students in Year 1 – Year 6. 

The Case Management Team have been working with staff to refine our Case Management process. Information regarding the 
changes to Case Management and documented plans will be released soon. Keep an eye out for this new information. 

 

Alma Lydiate 

Teaching  

  

PBS and the Learning Environment team has continued to strengthen the behavioural success of all students through a focus on 
teaching skills which enhance every student’s readiness to learn. All staff and students have been engaged with our whole school 
PBS assemblies. At these assemblies, we will be rolling out a series of skills to support students learning behaviours resulting in 
successful and efficient learners.  Students from K to 6 were ‘wowed’ by the amazing acting talents of our staff during our ‘Whole 
Body Listening’ mini movies. 

Here are three crucial interactions you can have with your children every day to build self-esteem and emotional intelligence. 

1.  The first 3 minutes in the morning.  Make your first interaction in the morning a positive and happy one. Research suggests 
that a cheerful good morning and hug can set a positive mindset which will see your child through the school day. 

2.  The first 3 minutes after school or time apart. At a time that is so easy to rush or have your patience wearing thin, this first 
encounter after school is the perfect time to share a positive or funny memory from the day. Studies have shown that this 
simple technique can help your child learn to put things into a healthy perspective and be able to bounce back from 
adversity. 

3.  The last 3 minutes before bed. Sometimes this can be a challenging time for parents, trying to maintain a bedtime routine 
while juggling all the other household chores. Whether it be story time or just a quiet, loving goodnight, sweet dreams and a 
reassuring hug and chat can calm the system and make sleep more restful. 

 

Rebecca O’Reilly  

Learning Environment 

 

Welcome to Nerine Ferguson who volunteered to take on the Leadership team leader role.  This term our team has been focused 
on improving the Performance Management Process. The school employed external consultant, Mike Prime to audit and make 
recommendations towards the process. The result of this has seen non-teaching staff embrace workplace observations and tighten 
up the process teaching staff have undertaken each year.  The Administration and the Leadership team continue to complete 
classroom observations focusing on Behaviour Systems in Classrooms and Mathematics.  

 

The Relationships team also have a new leader. Thanks to Jaye Foster our School Officer, for taking on this role. Jaye has great 
knowledge in this area as she has worked with the School Board and the PR team in developing key messages to be sent to the 
community. Thanks to Michelle Spence for her Leadership in this area over the last 18 months. Currently the team is reviewing the 
Communication policy. 

 

All teams have been working on creating surveys to assist the Leadership Team and all staff to gauge how we are tracking with the 
School Improvement Plan. It has been essential that we collect data from our own journey over the last 18 months. This allows us 
to reflect on the processes, programs, changes implemented and outcomes. The surveys are enabling us to see what we still need 
to achieve and support staff in their journeys. Staff have been putting in a lot of effort to ensure the final few months of our review 
will meet with a successful outcome. Many thanks to the Helena Valley Community for your continued support.    

 

Tanya King  

Project Manager. 

 

 



Board 

Welcome back everyone to the school year for 2019. It feels strange saying that as we are already about to hit April (really 

where does the time go?) 

The board have already had the first meeting for the year and are planning for our next meeting in term 1.  

Our first meeting of the year is always fun, getting back into the swing of things and most importantly resetting and planning 

for the year ahead. 

What a year this is looking to be!  As we move ahead with the School Improvement Plan, we also need to reflect on the hard 

work done over the last few years. This is critical in seeing where we are going and ensuring we keep on the track we 

designed. 

The board are very comfortable with how this is going and this year we are looking forward to reviewing the data that proves 

how much we have improved. 

Ultimately this will be showing in the results of the students, both academically and behaviourally.  

In our first meeting we looked at the Attitude, Behaviour Effort (ABE) data for the school and can say we are certainly 

tracking in the right direction. 

In our next few meetings we will now be looking at On Entry results for the school and reviewing the plans to continue this 

trend in 2019. 

Dave Fry  

School Board — Chair 

The date is set! Our School 
Fete will be held on 
November 29th 3.30pm-
7.00pm. We thought we 
would give parents with 
businesses the first chance 
to get a spot for a stall at the 
event. Cost will be $40 plus 
insurance, $50 with power 
plus insurance. Please 
contact Chloe if interested. 
chloeclaessens@live.com.au  

Fete 

mailto:chloeclaessens@live.com.au

