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We have once again had a very           

interesting and challenging term, with 

the late start and the ongoing            

restrictions.  It is refreshing that we 

have finally reached something similar 

to pre-COVID times where our regular 

celebrations, events and carnivals can 

be run without the stress of                             

implementing these restrictions.  For 

instance, today students, staff and     

parents had a great day with our      

Faction Swimming Carnival being held 

at Bilgoman Pool.  A big thank you to 

Mr Hall, Mrs Kew, Mrs Foster,            

Mrs  Lydiate and the army of parents 

and staff that made the day              

successful.  

Staff should be commended for the   

adjustments made to ensure that        

parents and the community were       

welcomed back into the school this 

term, with class meetings, case              

conferences and  Parent teacher   

meetings.   It was great to see so many 

parents taking up the opportunity to 

meet with their child’s teacher. 

2021 Educational opportunities            

started with students across the 

school utilising Project Based Learning, 

an ‘Inquiry Based Philosophy’.          

Students are very excited and engaged 

in this project, ranging from research-

ing the local area, Western Australia, 

Australia and in some instances mak-

ing comparisons between Australia 

and other countries. Just walking 

around the school you can hear the 

buzz with students talking about this.  

We look forward to the end products.  

Stay tuned and watch for these on   

Connect early term 2. 

On the  15th March, Mrs Lydiate and I 

met with the Commissioner, Mr Adrian 

Warner and  Assistant Director Com-

munity Education and Engagement, 

Melissa Parry, to discuss the cross  

walk attendant issue.  They are       

organising further discussions with our 

P&C  President,  Katie Price, P&C 

member and  cross walk enthusiast,   

Nick Stretch and School Board Chair, 

Dave Fry.  Nick is to be commended for 

his  dedication in making the crossing 

at Scott Street safer for our students. 

The year 5 and 6 camp to Bickley    

Outdoor Recreation  was a great      

success.   A big thank you to all the 

staff who were involved in the         

management of the camp,  Natalie Fry, 

who attended as a parent helper and 

the lovely P&C for the fundraising that 

ensured the cost was kept to a        

minimum. 

Lastly, I think we will all agree the front 

of the school is starting to look         

exceptional with our latest project of 

cleaning up the tree area, where the 

creeper was growing wild.  Stay tuned 

as this area is developed. 

 

Have a lovely Easter and enjoy your 

school holiday with your children. 

Tamala Wilkinson  

 



From the Deputy 

2021 Student Leaders 

Student leaders have started their roles this year with gusto.  The ICT leaders have been assisting with the NAPLAN testing 

with very positive outcomes.  The Student Councillors performed extremely well at the first assembly and we look forward to 

watching them grow in this role.  The Flag Bearers have done an exceptional job at ensuring the flags are up and the bike 

shed is locked.  They have now also been given the job of monitoring the ‘Coins for Cash’  recycling bins. 

Student Councillors: Oliver Beggs, Declan Fry, Troperth Tolentino, Travis Walters 

Faction Captains: Drummond - Georgia Noble, Matildah Nosow; Forrest - Kohen Adams, Lillyana Gannaway;  

O’Connor - Jacob Healy, Alexis Robertson; Statham — Mieke Hicks, Hayden Keenan  

ICT Leaders: Phoebe Olson, Adelle Roy, Noah Stretch 

Flag Bearers: Angelique Gardiner, Kate Lysle, Paige Pasche 

Instrumental Music School Services (IMSS)  

The year 5 and 6 students who were selected for the 2021 IMSS program have been hard at work learning to play their 

instrument, through weekly lessons with their instrumental music teachers and lots of home practice.  

Brass Players: Lucy Anderson, Isobel Healy, India Tiley, Jorja Tiley, Olivia Hemsley, Adelle Roy, Noah Stretch, Luca Pearce. 

Guitar Players: Lincoln Adams, Avon de Saxe, Emily Harris, Ashton MacDougall, Amber Morrell, Lillyana Gannaway,  

Angelique Gardiner, Jacob Healy, Zoe Alvarez. 

Public Speaking Competition  

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in our school’s Public Speaking Competition. We were very impressed 

with the number of students who entered in both the junior and senior sections. The Year 1-3 students who entered recited 

a poem and the Year 4-6 entrants had to present a four-minute speech on a topic of their choice. The Junior winner was Zoe 

Hemsley from Year 2, she presented a poem titled, Be Glad Your Nose is on Your Face and the Senior winner was Hayden 

Keenan from Year 6, who presented a speech titled, My Journey with COVID19.  These student represented the school at the 

HEC Interschool Public Speaking. Competition at Gidgegannup Primary School. 

On-Entry testing 

All students in PP to Yr 2 have completed the On-entry assessment that took place in weeks 4 – 7. The students were 

assessed in the areas of Speaking and Listening, Reading, Writing and Numeracy. All parents of the students will receive a 

Parent Report which includes a summary of the literacy and numeracy skills and understandings their child demonstrated.  

It also gives suggestions for parents to support their child’s learning at home.  Parents will receive their child’s report next 

week.  If you wish to make a meeting to discuss the report with your child’s teach please email them to make an 

appointment.  

 

 



Swimming Carnival News  

Congratulations to all participants in today’s swimming carnival.  The weather was perfect!  The organisation was spot on! 

Thank you Mr Hall, Mrs Lydiate, Mrs Kew and  Mrs Foster for all the pre-carnival organisation.  Staff, students and parents 

were exceptional today and I thank you all for making it a great Helena Valley event.  The swimming carnival always  gives 

students the opportunity to demonstrate  their  outstanding  sportsmanship, a great credit to families and students. 

Overall Faction Placings: 

1st Forrest 129 

2nd Drummond 120 

3rd Statham 116 

4th O’Connor 102 

Results  

Faction Swimming Carnival 2021 

Year 3 Champion Boy 
Runner – Up 

Riley 
Rhys 

  Champion Girl 
Runner - Up 

Isabella 
Ashlyn 

      

Year 4 Champion Boy 
Runner - Up 

Cameron & Mathew 
Tyler 

  Champion Girl 
Runner- Up 

Chelsea 
Hayley 

      

Year 5 Champion Boy 
Runner – Up 

Lincoln 
Hunter 

  Champion Girl 
Runner - Up 

Zoe 
Maya 

      

Year 6 Champion Boy 
Runner – Up 

Hayden 
Kohen 

  Champion Girl 
Runner - Up 

Phoebe 
Alexis 



School Improvement Plan 

 

Teaching Quality  

Project Based Learning (PBL) has been occurring in all classes throughout 

the term. This is an new teaching strategy focussing on  the learning area 

of Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) and has been enthusiastically          

embraced by the students.  A strong focus on 21st Century  skills is also 

part of the PBL process. 

Students are also engaged in  ‘Maths Journaling’, where they are reflecting 

on the  vocabulary, concepts, and processes that they are learning in 

maths.  The maths journal will contain mathematical vocabulary, formulas 

and students’ reflections after they have completed problem solving activi-

ties. Staff identified a school-wide need to introduce  math journals to im-

prove our students’ ability to articulate their mathematical thinking. 

Relationships  

Based on feedback from some of our community members who were feeling isolated due to COVID, a big push by the Rela-

tionships and PBS teams has been to  ensure that the traditional feeling of family belongingness at the school continues.  

Staff have been asked to  contact all parents in their class with words of encouragement and positive recounts of their stu-

dents’ time  at school.  We hope you all have enjoyed receiving a call from a caring staff member this term. 

A key target in the up and coming Business Plan is: 

‘By 2022 Helena Valley Primary School in partnership with an appropriate provider, will have established a Before and After 

School facility at Helena Valley Primary School.’  We are well on track for this to occur by the start of term 2, 2021.  Stay 

tuned for enrolment details once the licence has gone through for Skoolez to provide this service. 

Learning Environment 

The PBS team  have been busy ensuring that students are feeling a sense of            

belonging to their new classes.  Mrs O’Reilly returned to do classroom            

observations as the trained ‘Classroom Management in School’s’ observer.  

Last week students participated in the individual reward  of  ‘Donuts with the 

Deputy’ - which were delicious!   This term’s faction reward will come down to 

the wire as the token count is close.  The reward is happening next Wednesday.  

The Case Management  Team have been supporting staff members with their 

case management meetings of identified students.  What the CMT has seen is 

an increase in referrals to the School Chaplain and School  Psychologist at the 

start of the year. 

Leadership  

After a false start, staff have  embraced the school year.  As part of our leadership planning for the new Business Plan, one 

of our key targets staff members and the Board are looking at is: 

‘ Staff achieving 1 out of their 2 Performance Management goals set at the start of the year.’  Staff have begun their formal 

meetings with their line manager, setting appropriate goals to achieve their own professional growth and this target. 

Admin have also started classroom observations with a focus on Behaviour Management and the use of Maths Journals in 

the classroom. 



We are nearly at the end of term and what a great start it has been. 

 

Our fundraising team have been working hard to deliver some great events to get our 

wonderful community together. They had a great turnout at the Outdoor Movie Night. 

Everything sold out and it was a beautiful evening with our school family.  

 

Friday 26th is the P&C’s Mini Golf Fundraiser Evening in Midland. Running from 6-8pm at 

Adventure Golf on the Crescent, it looks to be a beautiful night with face painter, balloon 

artists, raffles, glow sticks and trophies. 

  

Easter is just around the corner and in the last week of term the P&C and School will be 

holding the Easter Hat Parade as well as the Easter Raffle. Raffle books are going home this 

week and the more we sell the more money we raise for a some exciting new projects around 

the school. If you sell out of tickets there will be more available at the front office.  

 

Mr Stretch has continued to campaign for a crosswalk attendant. We thank him for his continued efforts to ensure our kids 

safety. 

 

The P&C have been working with the School Admin to develop Before and After School Care for our school families. I’d like to 

sincerely thanks Ms Wilkinson for all the time and effort she has put into this project, which I know will be of great help to 

parents.  

 

Join our Facebook page for updates throughout the year. 

 

It has been a crazy 12 months to be President of the HVPS P&C, but I am so very grateful to be working with such a 

wonderful group of people to do the best we can for our school. The efforts of our Uniform, School Banking, Canteen and 

Executive as well as all the general members has been awesome to see. 

If you would like to join this great group of people we are having our AGM on the evening of Monday the 29th, at 6pm in the 

Library. You can come along and join up. The fee is $1 for the year and you can sign up for a little job, big job or no job at all 

and be a general member. If there is something specific you would like to see happen or help with at the school, get in touch 

or come along on Monday. We would love to see you there.  

Katie Price  

P & C President 

 

Board  
Hi everyone, and welcome back to 2021. 
 

While it seems like 2021 has started as an extension of 2020 with all the challenges that came along with Covid-19, I must 

say from all reports it seems that our community is much more equipped now to deal with the constantly changing 

landscape and it appears the students are continuing to show the resilience we came to expect last year. If nothing else, I 

think we should acknowledge that as a community and applaud our children / families. 

 

Next week the School Board will be meeting for their second meeting of the term and will be looking to finalise the HVPS 

Business Plan. After being part of 3 previous plans, I am excited to say that this one is shaping to be our best yet. Our Board 

have worked extremely hard on ensuring that the measures and strategies outlined in the plan are aligned with the school 

values and can guide us to delivering excellence for our students. 
 

Whilst this should not take away from previous business plans, it just highlights the journey our school community has been 

on over the last 3-4years and the maturing nature of the ways in which we now operate. 

  

Looking forward to sharing the new business plan with you in the coming months and best of luck to all for the upcoming 

holidays. 

  

Regards, 
 

David Fry  

Board Chair 

  


